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Is"
FailSafe"as

safeas theysay?
"WHATis "FailSafe"?

It is thepointof
possible

attackfor American
nuclearbombersalertedby
a UFO

(Unidentified
Flying

Object)on theirbase
radar screens.

Oncethe
bombers

getto "fail

safe"theyarepoisedfora
nuclear

attack on Russia.

Thisfilmtellswhatcouldhappen

if the bombersaccidentally

pass"failsafe"and everypos-
siblemeansof recallis tried

and fails.
The pilotis hurtling towards

Moscow.Firstthevoiceof hisPresident,

hiswife,beghimto
turn round.
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of no-one.

"Theenemycouldimitatethe
President's voice,"

andevenhis
wife.

The
President

hasno
alternative,

he mustprevent
a

nuclear

wareventhoughMoscowwill
be destroyed.

Why is the attacka mistake?

"Failsafe"showstheintri-

cacyand
complexity

of thecom-
puter-controlled

war machine.

It saysthatif we
automate

war,thenthe
control

of war
couldgetoutof ourhands.

Oncethe
mistake,mechanical

or not,hasbeenmade,
nuclear

apparatusmovestoo fastfor
men to handle.

"Failsafe"bringsup one
argument

aftertheotherforman
againstwar.

The
nuclear professorplaysthe

gameof
nuclearchessgivingand

takingtwentymillioncasualties

in one breath.

He saysthatif NewYorkisdestroyed

it wouldbe no usedig-
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gingfor
people,

we mustfirst
look
, for"the

records

ofbigcor-
porations."

Who doesthe
professor

work
for?The

Government

or the
corporations?

"FailSafe"showsthemental
preparedness

of theU.S.Air
Forceto wagetotalwar.
One

coloneltriesto takeover

the attackand refusesthe Pre-
sident'sorders.

"FailSafe"showshowthewar
machine

de-personalizes

human
relations.

It showsthewarchiefswaging

warby
radar,faroutof

touch

withthefleshandbloodbeneath

the bombs.
Whatit doesnotpointout,is
thatthe fleshand bloodbeneath

thebombsmuststopthe
military

onetrackmindandbreakthebarriersdownthatcausefear

and
mistrustbetween different

socialsystems.
"FailSafe"is beingshownat

-D.K.
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! "It is an
accident,you'vegot to believeme",says

j the
President(HenryFonda)to the SovietPremier,whileI

) nuclearbombersare srtreakingtowardsMoscow.j


