Tribune (Sydney, NSW : 1939 - 1991), Wednesday 30 June 1965, page 8

Is "Fail Safe” as
safe as they say?

"w'HAT is “‘Fail Safe''?

it is the point of pos-
sible attack for American
nuclear bombers alerted by
a UFO (Unidentified Fly-
ing Object) on their base
radar screens.
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Once the bombers get to ”I’all' ‘
safe” they are poised for a nuc- |
lear attack on Russia,

This film tells what could hap-
pen if the bombers accidentally
pass “fail safe” and every pos
sible means of recall is tried
and fails.

The pilot is hurtling towards
Moscow. First the voice of his
President, his wife, beg him to
turn round,

! His orders are to take notice
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of no-one

“The enemy could imitate the
President’s voice,” and even his
wife.

|

!
The President has no alterna

tive, he must prevent a nuclear ’

war even though Moscow will ¥

be destroyed. l
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Why is the attack a mis
take?

“Fail safe” shows the intri
cacy and complexity of the com
puter-controlled war machine.

It says that if we automate
war, then the control of war
could get out of our hands.

Once the mistake, mechanical
or not, has been made, nuclear
apparatus moves too fast for
men to handle.

“Fail safe” brings up one argu
ment after the other for man
against war.

The nuclez. professor plays the
game of nuclear chess giving and
taking twenty million casualities
in one breath, |

He says that if New York I
destroyed it would be no use chg.-
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UEBLI'U)’HH IL WULLIAL UT LY wow waem
ging for people, we must first
look for “‘the records of bigcor
porations ”

Who does the professor work
for? The Government or the
corporations?

“Fail Safe” shows the mentgnl
preparedness of the US. Al
Force to wage total war.

One colonel tries to take OVET
the attack and refuses the PI¢
sident’s orders.

“Fail Safe” shows how the wal
! machine de-personalizes human
relati ns, ‘

It shows the war chiefs wagine

war by radar, far out of touch

with the flesh and blood beneatb
' the bombs.

What it does not point outl,
that the flesh and blood ben_Paih
the bombs must stop the militar
on- track mind and break (h€
barriers down that cause fr:*a{
and mistrust between differeit

1S

social systems. o
! “Fail Safe” is being shﬂ“f‘-‘_w
l the Victory Theatre in Sydnel.
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l “It is an accident, you've got to believe me”, says
| the President (Henry Fonda) to the Soviet Premier, while
| nuclear bombers are streaking towards Moscow,
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